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[(177V, Monday: Game, Set & Match

en Deighton calls
West Berlin
a small island
, in the middle
of a Communist sea, 400
Zilometres inside East
Germany. |

Totally isolated, it is
sither (according to your
mood) a brash, bustling
modern city or a walled
gzrden of remembrance to
2 horrific and not-so-distant
past.

Cutside one of the main
nnderground stations
stands a permanent list of
Nzz death camps: Treblin-
%= Auschwitz, Belsen and
the rest. Surprisingly, no-
body has attempted to
deface this monument to

Near the graffiti-daubed
Beriin Wall, a step or two
rom Checkpoint Charlie
where American soldiers
eyeball their twitchy East
German counterparts, is a
2rge eerie open space.
Suildings where once the
Gestapo ran its remorseless
programme have been flat-
t=ned, but this is a place of
ghosts where imagination

3y the time I reach the
location where sequences
for Game, Set & Match are
being filmed, I'm quite
r=ady to believe anything.

Omn the banks of the River
Spree, a wide moat separat-
g the two ideologies and
patrolled by East German
border guards, British
actors Ian Holm and Mel
Mz=rin, who play MI6 agent

mard Samson and his
wie riona, stamp their feet
2= a chill wind blows across
e waler

They are watching the
oid peopie, women mostly,

who survived the war,
walking across Oberbaum
Bridge to buy some West-
ern food and goods. It is a
melancholy place and
Holm, a small, compact
man, is clearly affected by
what he sees.

‘The old people are the
only ones the East Germans
will allow to come over, he
says. ‘They come to do their

shopping. Very few stay, no

more than a handful. The
rest return to East Berlin
because that is where their
home is. They have no

other life to escape to so .

they stay where they are.

His view of Berlin is as
divided as the city itself.
‘There are too many ghosts
really, but the people seem
kind. Perhaps things are
changing slightly. I crossed
into East Berlin the other
day and actually got a smile
out of one of the officials.

“The Wall is an anachron-
ism but I think, from an
architectural point of view,
East Berlin is preferable to
West Berlin. On the East
side of the city they are
refurbishing all the old
buildings whereas here in
the Western half all they
seem to do is tear every
interesting building down
and build these vast
modern concrete blocks.
Very garish. . . but terrific-
ally modern and antiseptic-
ally clean.’

Holm, who at other times
has played Coebbels and
Himmler but, as yet, not
Hitler, has some respect
for German order and
efficiency but dislikes the
traditionally heavy German
food.

He gives an example of
the day’s lunch menu - a
piece of pork with
vinegared red cabbage and
caraway-flavoured potato

dumplings — it clearly does
little to excite him.

Len Deighton describes
Samson as a man of 40,
getting fat and wrinkled.
Holm, is in fact, 55 and says
he has certainly put on
weight while making the
film. ‘It's all this hotel living,’
he says. T can hardly get
into my trousers. I's ter-
rible because when you get
to my age, buftons start
popping off if you aren’t
very careful’

In the trilogy on which
the series is based, there
are constant references to
Samson being short-
winded and trying to give
up smoking. ‘We've cut
that out, says Holm, who
only has an occasional
cigarette in the evenings if
he goes out for a drink.

Samson has two
children whereas
Holm, who mar-
ried in 1982 for the
third time, has
five, three daught-
ers and two sons.

Like Samson, he
is a fan of the
late, great W C
Fields and, un-
like Samson, has
no taste for
the punch-up. Tm
a totally non-
physical person.
And have man-
aged to avoid
all physical
violence since I was about
six years old.’

Mexico, which is where
the story is later set, was
uncomfortably warm by
comparison. ‘Acapulco was
amazingly hot, says Holm.
‘Well over a hundred
degrees. And it was hor-
rible, just like Benidorm.
Mexico is a smoggy, hot,
dusty City packed full of
cars chucking out
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I¢’s eerte. . . it makes the hairs on the back of your neck stand on end’

IT IS EVENING and in the
cocktail lounge of the hotel
Len Deighton regards as

the best in Berlin, a pianist

1s playing.

Mel Martin, who has
spent her working day
dazzling onlookers in a
white fur hat, olive green
mid-length coat and black
boots, is changed and
packed, ready to take an
early-morning flight out of
this extraordinary city back
to London.

It has been her first visit
to Berin and she finds it a

| pretty difficult fown o get |

hold of. It is possible, she
says, to believe in espion-
age here, and just about
anything else.

Tt is a very eerie feeling
which really can make the
hairs on the back of your
neck stand on end because
the history of this city 1s
very frightening. There isa
real feeling of energy about
Berlin. It's full of infrigue
and hidden undercurrents.’

Mel, who became known
to viewers in 1977 as the
star of Love for Lydia, first
worked with Ian Holm I
the ITV play Night Schoolin

1978. Since then she ha
married and divorced acto:
Paul Ridley.

As Fiona in Game, Set ¢
Match, Mel plays the parto
Bernard Samson's wife anc
has two children.

Fiona went to Oxford anc
achieved brilliant results i
philosophy, politics anc
economics; whereas Me
cheerfully admits: T wa
useless at school — bon
idle. From the age of 10,
always knew what I wante
to do so I just didn't bothe
with anything else.

Fiona is an accomphshex
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soomons exhaust fumes.
= Mexican people are
==

‘2= problem with all
gmon Siming is that you
== —me to see much of
=" and, whenever I
2=t a2 day off I'm
This is the hard-
I've ever done as.
= v=—==lly every shot. I

- 2ooe the public don't

linguist who studied
Russian at the Sorbonne in
Paris and speaks fluent
French. Mel, on the other
hand, says, 1took French at
school and failed but do in
fact speak quite good
French thanks to spending
a year in Paris as an au pair
when I left school’

Fiona — clever girl — took
a course at the Cordon Bleu
cookery school Mel laughs.
‘That is definitely not me.
I'm not a bad cook, but I'm
not interested enough to
practise. My cooking first
started with opening cans
and gradually moved on to
2z Iftle gentle eniernaming.
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transatlantic yacht race,
Mel is ‘terrified of small
boats. T love being on the
water In a big boat but
definitely not in little sailing
boats that go over
sideways.’

There are a few similari-
ties between the two
women, however. Fiona
worked for an art dealer,
while Mel's father is Frank
Martin, the artist. She was
born and brought up in Lon-
don's Chelsea, where the
Samsons are supposed to
have lived and, like Fiona,
she has a sister, Tessa.

The amazingly accom-
plished I imitafing perfect

| Filona, who dabbles iin

haute cuisine, politics and
salling, drives a red
Porsche. Or at least she did
m the books.

Tt was impossible to film
in a Porsche,’ says Mel Tt
was far too cramped with a
cameraman crammed In
the back and the two
children there, too, so we
use a dark blue Mercedes
instead.

Tt is a lovely car, except
for it being an automatic. I
have never driven an
automatic before. I hate
them. It's that horrible
business of not feeling
completely in control,” says
Mel Martin, homeward

bound. T
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